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Sunny, High 51, Low 32 


BUSINESS 


As Walmart 
raises pay, 

Sam’s Club 
closes sites 


Sam’s Club is 
shuttering 63 stores 
in a shift toward 


e-commerce as 
Walmart announces 
it will Use some 
savings from the 
new tax bill to boost 
wages and benefits. 
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Karen Warren / Chronicle 
The Sam’s Club on 
South Loop West 
is among three 
Houston area 
stores closed. 


NATION 


Governor admits 
affair, but denies 
blackmail threat 
Missouri Gov. Eric 
Greitens is fighting 
allegations that he 
photographed a 
hairdresser naked 
while having an 

affair with her 

and threatened to 
publicize the image 

if she spoke about 
their relationship. 
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WORLD 


U.S. to sanction 
Iran apart from 
nuclear pact 
The Trump 
administration has 
said that it plans 
additional sanctions 
on Iran that are 
separate from those 
covered under the 
international nuclear 
deal, an indication 
that the president is 
unlikely to break the 
2015 deal for now. 
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CITY | STATE 


Abbott sets 
record with 
campaign cash 
Gov. Greg Abbott 

has $43.3 million 

in the bank for his 
re-election campaign, 
a record amount for 
a statewide official. 
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SPORTS 


This is what 
Texans call 

a GM search? 

It took a nationwide 
“search” for the 
Texans to pinpoint a 
rising NFL name who 
was working inside 
NRG Stadium for 
years? Brian T. Smith 
asks. Page Cl 


Actors allege abuse at Alley Theatre 


Award-winning artistic director silent 
as he abruptly leaves after 28 years 


By Susan Carroll, 
Wei-Huan Chen 
and Molly Glentzer 


More than a dozen cur- 
rent and former Alley 
Theatre employees say the 
outgoing artistic director, 
Gregory Boyd, created a 
toxic work environment at 


the city’s most renowned 
theater, describing him as 
a tyrant who frequently 
singled out young actresses 
for verbal abuse. 

The allegations against 
Boyd, who abruptly retired 
this week after a 28-year 
Tony-winning run at the 
Alley, focus primarily on 


bullying and abusive be- 
havior directed at young 
women under his direction 
on the stage. 

Emily Trask, a member 
of the company for nearly 
two years, said she quit 
the Alley in April after re- 
porting to three members 
of management that Boyd 
had bullied her, scream- 
ing “What the f--- is wrong 
with you?” at a rehearsal, 
called her a “stupid c---” 


» Famed conductor Charles 
Dutoit and actor James 
Franco face more charges of 
sexual impropriety. 
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while giving another actor 
stage direction and twice 
touched her buttocks inap- 
propriately. 

“T felt I had no choice 
but to leave what was my 
dream job,” she said, citing 


“harassment and what I 
felt to be an unsafe environ- 
ment.” 

Boyd did not respond to 
requests for comment on 
the allegations. 

A second actress, who 
asked not be identified for 
fear of retaliation, shared a 
similar story. 

The actress said Boyd 
pinched her buttocks once 
on stage and once while 

Boyd continues on A13 


Trump’s 
vulgarity 
alarms 
parties 
Crude remark 


targeted Africa, 
Haiti immigrants 


By Julie Hirschfeld 
Davis, Sheryl Gay 
Stolberg and 
Thomas Kaplan 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
on Thursday balked at 
an immigration deal that 
would protect people 
from Haiti and some na- 
tions in Africa, demand- 
ing to know why he 
should accept people from 
“shithole countries” rath- 
er than those from places 
like Norway, according to 
people with direct knowl- 
edge of the conversation. 

Trump’s remarks, the 
latest example of his pen- 
chant for racially tinged 
remarks denigrating im- 
migrants, left members 
of Congress from both 
parties at the meeting 
alarmed and mystified. 
Trump’s continues on A12 


Some on 
Medicaid 
may have 
to work 


By Robert Pear 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — 
The Trump administra- 
tion said Thursday that it 
would allow states to im- 
pose work requirements 
in Medicaid, a major 
policy shift in the health 
program for low-income 
people. 

Federal officials said 
they would support state 
efforts to require able- 
bodied adults to engage in 
work or other “communi- 
ty engagement activities” 
asa condition of eligibility 
for Medicaid. 

“Our fundamental 
goal is to make a positive 
and lasting difference in 
the health and wellness 
of our beneficiaries, and 
today’s announcement is 
a step in that direction,” 
said Seema Verma, the 
administrator of the fed- 
eral Centers for Medicare 

Trump continues on A12 


Fed probe finds TEA 
violated special ed rules 


By Alejandra Matos 
and Andrea Zelinski 


AUSTIN — Nicole 


Marie D. De Jesus photos / Houston Chronicle file 
Nicole Rechner has struggled to get her son Demarcus Fuller the help he needs at school. 


Report says agency prompted 
districts to delay or deny services; 


Rechner knew this to be 


true: Texas education 
officials had denied or 
delayed special educa- 
tion services to students 
across the state for more 
than a decade. 

After all, her 13-year- 
old son, Demarcus 
Fuller, was one of those 
students. 

But Thursday, Re- 
chner wept when she 
learned a U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education 
investigation had de- 
termined that Texas 
Education Agency offi- 
cials illegally prompted 
school districts across 
Texas to delay or deny 
such services to stu- 


dents by setting an arbi- 
trary cap on them. 


“T can say there are 


some serious flaws in 


Abbott wants action plan in 7 days 


Education officials held “listening sessions” 
in December 2016, where Chris Crowley and 
others talked about issues at their schools. 


the system because 
when I need help, I can’t 
find it,” said Rechner, of 
Houston. 


For more than a de- 


cade, TEA judged a 


school district’s’ perfor- 
mance based in part on 
the percentage of stu- 
dents receiving special 
education services. But 
the benchmark, set at 
8.5 percent, had the ef- 
fect of not providing ad- 
equate access to special 
education resources, the 
DOE’s Office of Special 
Education Programs 
said in a 14-page letter 
to Texas education offi- 
cials. Nationally, 13 per- 
cent of students receive 
special education. 
Following release 
of the federal findings, 
Gov. Greg Abbott or- 
dered state Education 
TEA continues on A13 


» Texas education officials kept tens of thousands of children out of special education. 


Read our series at HoustonChronicle.com/Denied 


Intense flu season 


f 


S 
. 


Jon Shapley / Houston Chronicle 
Sara Jimenez, left, a patient at Houston Methodist, 
was turned away from two emergency departments. 


By Todd Ackerman 


With five deaths report- 
ed Thursday in the region, 
the flu season is raging in 
Houston yet weeks away 
from its peak, according to 
local experts. 

After an earlier-than 
usual arrival in November, 
the heightened activity, 
stemming mostly from a 
particularly nasty strain of 
the virus circulating this 
year, is overloading area 
hospital emergency depart- 


strains care centers 


ments, hospital rooms and 
doctor’s offices with mostly 
pediatric patients. Doctors 
say they expect the activ- 
ity to pick up now that kids 

have returned to school. 
“We are fuller than full,” 
said Roberta Schwartz, 
executive vice president of 
Houston Methodist Hos- 
pital, where staffers are go- 
ing through face masks at 
record numbers because so 
many patients have the flu. 
“We have patients in rooms 
Flu continues on A12 
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